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	A metanarrative I want to investigate this semester is the idea of death. There are tons of myths and stories about the afterlife and I find it interesting to uncover what other people think or believe to be true. Death and/or the afterlife have many different meanings and myths depending on religion or culture. For example, Christianity says that there is a heaven and a hell and depending how well you behave and how good of a person you are on your time on earth you either go to heaven or hell. In Greek mythology, souls go to what is known as the underworld after death. The original idea of the afterlife is that “at the moment of death, the soul is separated from the corpse, taking on the shape of the former person, and is transported to the entrance of the underworld.” Growing up in a Christian household, I was taught that there is a heaven or hell and that God is watching over us to determine if we’ve been “good” or “bad”; because of this I grew up in fear for every mistake I have done and thought I was going to end up being punished for it. However, as I grew older, I started to hear other stories and myths about it that always caught my attention. One of the most popular myths about the afterlife that we learn about in the education system is the idea of reincarnation. Reincarnation is the idea that when you die, your soul gets reborn as something else, whether it is an animal or something of nature. We see examples of these myths in film and television and in books. A popular movie that shows this is Disney Pixar’s Coco. In the film, we see what is known as the “Land of the Dead” which is an afterlife location that is known in Mexican folklore as “the final destination for spirits of the deceased.” One institution that was created revolving around death is The Museum of Death, which was founded in 1995. Founders JD, Healy and Cathee Shultz “decided to fill the void in death education in this country and made death their life’s work.” There is also an exhibit in West Virginia called Archive of the Afterlife, and is known as the “National Museum of the Paranormal” and is filled with historical artifacts that in some cases are known to be haunted or cursed. Their website states that “a majority of the room is filled with supposedly haunted items from residential paranormal cases and collected from here and there.” In terms of artifacts that reflect death/afterlife, lots of Egyptian and Asian artifacts show art and images that portray death. I would also say the Bible can be an artifact that reflects the afterlife because it talks about the myth of heaven and hell; symbols like an angel (guide to heaven), a boat (crossing over to the other side), or a century plant (immortality; everlasting life). The big question as to what occurs after death isn't fathomable in human explanation. All in all, it stays probably one of the biggest unsolved mysteries and the faith in post-existence is the thing that gives humans hope and a sort of relief even when thinking of facing what is death. One particular study states that “people who have a greater ability to consciously accept the inevitability of death are less afraid of it.” The ways people behave and act as if these myths of the afterlife are true is by partaking in the “rituals” they believe in based on their culture or religion or essentially just their beliefs. For example, if someone who is Christian that believes in Heaven or Hell, they will act how the Bible tells them how they should behave in life so that they go to Heaven instead of Hell. In our book Sapiens, Harari talks about the Legend of Peugeot, which states that humans basically live in a dual reality where they believe in things they cannot see, like rivers and trees and animals, but on the other hand are also so sucked into things that aren't tangible and believe the unknown and unseen bases off of fictional tales. It also says that we have lived this imagined reality for so long that it takes over everything that is real, and that those things wouldn't exist without this imagined reality. "Unlike lying, an imagined reality is something that everyone believes in, and as long as this communal belief persists, the imagined reality exerts force in the world” (Harari, p. 32). This can relate to beliefs people have about the afterlife because enough of the population for the most part believe in pretty much the same idea of what happens after death and because of that people are more relaxed about the topic. Harari says that imagined orders make humans cooperate in large numbers, thus I think that it is easy to believe in afterlife myths because everyone has the same mindset or that at least something happens after you die, which makes humans feel much more comfortable; otherwise if you tell people that they aren’t going to feel anything or that there is going to be nothing, then chances are they’re going to be afraid of it. 
 





